Hot issues for NPs in 1998.
Although it is unlikely that the legislative endeavors of 1996 and 1997 relating to the health care industry will be matched in 1998, implementing regulations of the Balanced Budget Act and the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act will predicate the successes or shortcomings of these new laws in 1998. It is important that NPs stay in close contact with their state legislators and Medicaid officers responsible for implementing the SCHIP. NPs should also closely track efforts at the Federal level to ensure inclusion of non-physician providers in legislation that is important to NPs, such as bans on "gag" clauses--a protection that should include all health care providers.